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When  I had  last  year  the  Honour  oi  greeuug 

rs  at  the  Plymouth  Coegress,  1 represented  only  our  French  Federa 
^operative  Board;  to-day  I present  myself  before  you  with  fuU 
)wers  from  all  the  co-operative  societies  assembled  at  our  Ljons 
ess,  who  have  assigned  to  me  a definite  mission,  to  prepare  an 

iternational  Co-operative  Alliance.  . i v 

Th“s  Sect  which  I presented  at  Plymouth,  was  postponed  because 

.V^thonXt  that  the  French  societies  had  not  expressed  tlieir 
ith  sufficient  clearness.  To-day  that  reason  does  not  exist.  Their 
ill  was  manifested  in  a way  surpassing  our  expectations. 

To  convince  you  of  this,  let  me  carry  you  for  a few  minutes  to  onr 
fCcn-ess^  where  co-operative  Britain  was  represented  by  your 
« oted  vSiltM  t Neale  and  Acland ; Italy,  hy  the  veteran  co^op«-at™ 
•Igano  and  the  learned  Ugo  Rahheno  ; and 

iPiieva  I must  not  forget,  among  those  present,  Sedley  iajior,  tue 
nf  vour  Derby  Congress,  the  apostle  of  the  participation  of 
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As  I uttered  these  words  the  hands  of  the  Italian,  English,  and 
Swiss  co-operators  came  forth  to  meet  mine,  while  three  rounds  of 
applause  greeted  the  friendly  grasp  of  the  delegates  of  the  four 
nations. 

At  the  same  moment,  amid  this  enthusiasm,  the  Co-operative 
Alliance  received  its  baptism,  and  the  delegates  to  the  Congresses  of 
Milan  and  Carlisle  were  named.  I call  as  witnesses  your  illustrious 
representatives  at  the  Lyons  Congress,  Messrs.  E.  V.  Neale  and  Acland. 

To  fulfil  this  mission,  M.  Fougerousse,  our  devoted  general  secretary, 
went  to  Milan,  and  there  met  nothing  but  encouragement.  Could  it 
be  otherwise  in  that  noble  country  where  the  veteran  co-operator 
Yi"ano  is  one  of  the  first  promoters  of  the  International  Federation  to 
Sulistitute  for  War  Peaceful  Arbitration. 

I place  myself  here  under  the  protection  of  your  general  secretary, 
Mr.  Vansittart  Neale,  and  your  iiresident,  Mr.  Holyoake.  1 hope  to 
find  among  you,  brethren  and  English  friends,  the  like  s^'mpathy. 
Mr.  Vansittart  Neale  has  not  waited  till  to-day  to  be  an  international 
co-operator ; his  advice  has  been  requested  in  France  and  in  Italy. 
Partly  to  his  influence  we  owe  the  success  of  our  first  co-operative 
Congress;  where  was  present  also  Mr.  Holyoake,  your  illustrious 
historian,  who  has  played  an  important  part  in  Italy  as  the  friend  of 
aU  the  patriots  who  have  fought  for  the  independence  of  their  country. 

The  pi'ojeet  of  international  federation,  which  I have  the  honour  to 
present  to  you  for  the  second  time,  seeks,  as  M.  Gide,  our  president  at 
the  Congress  at  Lyons  said,  not  the  suppression  of  patriotism,  but  the 
association  of  the  nations.  In  the  same  way  as  co-operaiive  associa- 
tion has  for  its  end  not  to  annihilate  individuals,  but  to  aid  the 
development  and  use  of  their  faculties,  the  association  of  nations  has 
for  its  aim,  not  to  sweep  away  the  indi^dduality  of  each  nation,  but 
to  bring  into  relief  and  utilise  their  different  aptitudes,  and  their 
respective  originality  and  genius. 

Let  me  add  that  tins  association  is  more  and  more  urgent.  The  world 
is  passing  thi’ough  a crisis,  felt  in  every  country,  and  threatening,  if  care 
be  not  taken,  a general  con^mlsion  Wflien  sailors  see,  in  the  motions 
of  the  water  and  the  state  of  the  sky,  the  signs  presaging  a tempest, 
they  take  precautions  to  resist  it.  Let  us  imitate  the  sailors. 

Revolutionary  socialism,  which  knows  only  how  to  destroy  and 
proposes  no  escape  from  the  ruins  it  would  cause,  is  increasing  every  day 
the  number  of  its  discijiles,  gathered  from  all  who  are  discontented, 
and  all  who  have  nothing  to  do.  In  practical  countries  such  as  yours, 
they  are,  I allow,  less  numerous,  but  they  exist,  and  there  have  been 
moments  when  they  have  put  your  London  population  into  commotion. 
They,  too,  have  an  international  society  whence  they  banish  all  idea 
of  country.  It  is  not  ours ; therefore  would  we  oppose  to  it  a co-opera- 
tive international  union — the  enemy  of  disturbance,  because  it  rests  on 
the  conviction  that  only  by  social  and  international  peace  can  we  really 
succeed  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  people.  If  our  standard  is 
borne  by  hands  resolute,  and  firmly  persuaded — if  we  march  in  complete 
union,  we  shall  absorb  the  strength  of  the  revolutionary  party  by 
attracting  their  best  and  honestest  soldiers. 

But  this  is  not  all ; with  our  tongues  and  our  pens  we  must  combat 
those  excessive  armaments  of  all  nations  which  stop  the  development 
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of  economic  forces,  and  those  wars  which  are  generally  the  result  of 
the  caprice,  or  odious  ambition  of  a few  men.  To  combat  those 
crimes  of  high  treason  against  humanity  let  our  voice  be  heard  in 
concert  with  that  of  the  International  Federation  to  Substitute 
Arbitration  for  War,  which  has  not  as  yet  a following  as  numerous 
as  our  own.  The  union  of  all  co-operators  will  constitute  a mighty 
moral  power.  One  would  despair  of  everything,  and  believe  in 
providence  no  more,  if  one  could  admit  that  for  ever  brutal  naight 
will  dominate  right,  and  nations  be  governed  against  their  will  and 
transferred,  like  a tame  flock,  from  one  dominion  to  another.  This, 
indeed,  would  be  war  in  permanence,  for,  as  long  as  an  oppressed  nation 
has  a drop  of  blood  in  its  veins,  it  must  try  to  conquer  its  liberty  and 

independence. 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  these  questions  have  nothing  to  do  with 
co-operation  ! What  is  the  aim  of  co-operation  if  not  progressively  to 
attain  abetter  organisation  of  society  by  equitable  and  practical  means? 
This  idea  we  must  enlarge  by  making  it  international  in  order  to  give 
it  all  its  expansive  power.  You  complain  sometimes  in  your  congresses 
of  the  progress  of  egoism  among  co-operators;  if  you  would  react 
against  it  raise  your  thoughts  to  a higher  elevation.  The  greatness 
of  man  is  seen,  it  has  been  said,  in  that  his  ejes  are  naturally  turned 
towards  the  sky.  Do  the  same.  Lift  your  eyes  above  material  interests. 

The  foundations  of  co-operation  are  solid,  for  they  rest  on  the 
ground  of  practice,  whence  it  can  address  itself  to  the  highest  questions 

without  fear  of  being  lost  in  Utopia. 

The  project  of  co-operative  alliance  which  I propose  to  you  is  as 

follows ; — 

1.  In  each  country  that  joins  the  alliance  let  a committee  of  three 
or  five  members,  to  be  named  by  the  Congress,  take  the  title  of  The 
Co-operative  Alliance  Committee,”  and  correspond  with  all  other 
committees,  to  exchange  their  ideas  on  the  questions  of  social  and 
international  peace,  whilst  abstaining  from  all  that  can  touch  in  any 

degree  on  internal  political  questions. 

2.  Let  the  co-operative  newspapers  of  these  countries  mutually 

reserve  a column  for  the  communications  of  the  committees. 

We  have  no  pretension  to  attain  at  one  bound  to  international  and 
social  peace ; but,  as  co-operators,  we  ought  to  desire  it  and  show  the 
way  which  may  lead  our  descendants  to  it.  , • 

France  has  miugled  her  blood  with  that  of  Italy  for  the  conquest  of 
her  liberty ; she  has  fought  side  by  side  with  England  and  Italy  in  the 
Crimea.  This  generous  blood  will  not  have  been  shed  in  vain  ^ the 
co-operators  of  the  three  countries,  in  memory  of  this  warlike  alliance, 
form  a lasting  pacific  one,  to  react  against  the  social  and  inter- 
national iniquities  of  the  world.  Nations  are  ready  to  destroy  each 
other,  peoples  are  oppressed,  passions  are  unchained.  But  the  general 
understanding  among  co-operators  who  have  confidence  in  the  definitive 
triumph  of  justice,  in  the  victory  of  good  over  evil,  in  the  gradual 
disappearance  of  all  social  miseries,  will  suffice  to  overthrow,  one  after 

another,  every  ob-tacle.  . - -xi,  t- 

In  the  moral  world  it  is  not  numbers  which  win — it  is  faith,  lo  woiK 

then,  with  hearts  firm  set,  and,  with  God’s  will,  the  future  is  ours. 
Co-operative  Pelting  Society  Limited,  92,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 


